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When England looks to the past for inspiration, one of the monarchs the nation holds in highest esteem is Henry V. His reputation has developed over the years in part based upon the biases of those who tell his story. In this unit the influences on the story of Henry V will be examined. We will also consider how those forces are at work today. This unit incorporates history, Shakespeare, the Olivier production, and the Branagh production. Students examine the influences that shape how a story is told.
The study of Henry V be completed over the course of two weeks, 90-minute sessions.  This lesson plan outlines discussion topics and writing assignments associated with the content.  The writing assignments are 1-2 page informal pieces that will be graded for content, not mechanics and formatting.  
Part One:  Biography and History
· Investigate the life of Henry V of England. What were his strengths and weaknesses? What were his accomplishments? What family relationship existed between Henry V and Elizabeth I? 

· Investigate the life of Charles VI of France. What were his strengths and weaknesses? What were his accomplishments? What family relationship existed between Charles VI and Elizabeth I? 

· Investigate the Battle of Agincourt. In what ways was the outcome of the battle affected by Henry's leadership? 
Part Two:  Shakespeare’s Henry V
· Investigate the theatre in Elizabethan England, especially the financial relationship between Queen Elizabeth I and the Lord Chamberlain's men, Shakespeare's troupe of actors. What types of people made-up the audiences?
· Read Shakespeare's play, Henry V.  Critics traditionally classify this play as "history." Contemporary readers might call it a docudrama. How?
· Writing: What differences do you see between history and Shakespeare's depiction? What influences might account for the differences? 
· Writing:  Some contemporary critics are uneasy with Henry V because they feel it glorifies war and imperialism. . Do you agree with their assessment? Does the play present a realistic picture of war?
Part Three:  Sir Laurence Olivier’s Henry V
· Investigate the background to Sir Laurence Olivier's production of Henry V in 1944. In what ways did World War II influence the production? 

· View the Olivier production of Henry V. Watch for subtle references to World War II. Note the attitude toward war. 

· Writing: What influences might account for the differences between Shakespeare's text and Olivier's production? 

Part Four:  Kenneth Branagh’s Henry V
· Investigate protests against the Vietnam War in the 1960s. In what ways was that attitude different from the attitude toward World War II? 

· View the Branagh production of Henry V. Note the attitude toward war. 

· Writing: What influences might account for the differences between Shakespeare's text and Branagh's production? 
Part Five: The Story and the Storyteller Today
· Investigate focus groups, or advisory councils. What comparisons do you see between focus groups of today and influences on Shakespeare, Olivier, and Branagh? Some members of King Henry’s focus group included the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop Ely.
· In what ways are focus groups used in advertising, entertainment, and politics? What implications might this practice have for the public as consumers and as citizens? 

· Writing:  get in groups of 2-3 and work as a focus group.  Write how you would (choose one):  1. Advise King Henry differently, or 2. Portray King Henry differently than Shakespeare does in his play.  

